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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2993

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Di ckerson, Kagi, Hasegawa, Darneille, Kenney, Roberts, and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 11/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to facilitating continuity of medical assistance
for persons confined in correctional institutions and institutions for
ment al di seases; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The departnent of social and health services
shall present a feasibility study to the governor and the |egislature
by Novenber 15, 2008, exam ning systens to expeditiously |link persons
rel eased from confinenent in state and local correctional facilities
and institutions for nmental diseases to nedical assistance for which
they qualify.

(1) The study shall present an analysis of the costs and benefits
associated with suspending eligibility for persons who were receiving
medi cal assistance at the tine their confinenent began, including
consideration of the <changes required and resources needed to
effectively suspend nedical assistance benefits in the follow ng
manner :

(a) No nedical assistance benefits would be provided to a person
whil e confined, except as explicitly authorized by state | aw
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(b) Upon the person's release fromconfinenent, nedical assistance
benefits for the person would i medi ately resune. No new application
woul d be required to effectuate resunption of nedical assistance.

(c) The person would not be required to recertify eligibility for
medi cal assistance during the period in which he or she is confined.

(1) If the person is confined when he or she would otherw se be
required to recertify eligibility for nedical assistance, the
departnment would allow the person to recertify eligibility before
release from confinenent, or require the person to recertify
eligibility immediately after release, or at a later tinme established
by rule.

(i1) The study must include an assessnent of the |ikelihood that
the federal governnent woul d approve a nedicaid state plan anendnent to
allow the state to receive nedicaid matching funds for nedica
assistance provided to a person during the period in which
recertification of eligibility is pending under (c)(i) of this
subsecti on.

The study nust indicate a date that a system of suspension of
benefits could be inplenmented, in accordance with this section, if such
a systemrequires changes to information systens.

(2) The study shall present an analysis of the costs and benefits
associated with inproving the efficiency and scope of the expedited
medi cal assistance reinstatenent and eligibility determ nation process
est abl i shed under RCW 74. 09. 555. The study nust exam ne the costs and
benefits of:

(a) Extending expedited nedical assistance reinstatenent and
eligibility determnation to persons other than those wth nental
di sorders;

(b) Making the process available to persons whether or not they
recei ved nedi cal assistance benefits before their confinenent;

(c) Developing a system under which an application could be
approved before a person's release from confinenent and held in a
suspended status until the day of the person's rel ease.

(3) The study shall present an analysis of the costs and benefits
of providing nedical and nental health evaluations to determ ne whet her
a person is disabled for purposes of the nedical assistance program
before the person's rel ease from confi nenent.
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(4) The study shall analyze the costs and benefits of establishing
policies and procedures to accelerate notification of the departnent
when a person enrolled in mnedical assistance is confined in a
Washi ngton state correctional institution or Washington state
institution for nental diseases, or is released fromconfinenent. The
policies must pronote the continuity of nedical assistance for such
persons, and be designed to inform persons in confinenent about nedi cal
assi stance benefits.

(5 In preparing the feasibility study, the departnent shal
coll aborate with the Washington association of sheriffs and police
chiefs, the departnent of corrections, the regional support networks,
departnent of social and health services field offices, institutions
for nmental diseases, and correctional institutions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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